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Casey moved up from a “B” to an “A” school as determined by the scores
of last year’s third, fourth, and fifth graders on the Mississippi Academic
Assessment Program (MAAP) test. Students had good reason to express their
pride and celebrate their achievements this fall; and they are working hard to
maintain that “A” score on the upcoming tests in the spring.
Casey has been designated as a Model Whole School and
receives support from the Mississippi Arts Commission,
which in turn is supported by funding from the Mississippi
State Legislature and the National Endowment for the Arts.

Kindergartners and
first graders on safari
at the McClain
Pumpkin Patch.

Fifth graders tour the Ag
Museum during the Small
Town Harvest Fest.

Third graders observe real
craftsmen at work and make
some crafts of their own at the
Mississippi Craftsmen Center.

In the fall semester, students enjoyed many fun and educational field trips. In addition to the trips pictured here, students saw the Nutcracker Ballet, the puppet show Peter and
the Wolf, and A Christmas Carol at New Stage Theatre.

Student Performances
In October, the fifth graders performed their version of Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night, a comedy
of shipwrecks, swordfights, and
mistaken identities. After practicing
for weeks, they beautifully met the
challenge of bringing their characters to life in this mixed-up story.

In November, third graders created their own program
inspired by Patricia Polacco’s Junkyard Wonders. They
danced the moods their many-colored days, sang
songs about character, acted out “The Wolf Who Cried
Boy,” and dramatized their own original poems.

Ms. Arianna Marcell is
the new dance teacher at
Casey, and this fall she
worked with the fourth
grade students. They
learned about the elements of dance including
types of movement and
energy.
In their presentation for parents,
they showed how movement can
be used to demonstrate ideas in
science and math.

Casey Open Doors scholars scored three
top wins in this year’s JPS Scrabble
Tournament. Team members include
fifth graders Regan Huddleston,
Makenzy Horton, and Christian Bradfield and fourth graders Elmer Gordon,
Braylen Bass, and Nicholas Anderson.
Regan and Elmer also received trophies
for being top in their grade division.
*
Open Doors students also expanded their engineering skills to
design and build working roller coasters from paper.
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Casey has a number of new little library shelves
placed throughout the halls of the school. The
shelves have been stocked and maintained by
some of our parents, including Ms. Van Slyke and
Ms. Seals. Students enjoy the easy access to
books as they walk through the halls. They are
encouraged to borrow a book at any time and
return it to the shelf when they are done with it.

Ms. Lamb’s students have an impressive wintry character on their
door. It’s a snowman built from
Styrofoam cups by the resourceful
Ms. Marshall.

Special Events for January-February 2019
Wednesday, January 9, 2019
The Mississippi Opera will present a performance of Goldilocks and the Three Singing
Bears for grades K-2 at 1:00 pm.

Elementary in Tupelo to tour the school during a Model Whole School Site Visit.

Friday, February 15, 2019

A team of five Casey teachers (Howell, Ellis,
Thomas, Heilman, and Nuzzo) will attend the
Whole Schools Winter Retreat in Tupelo to learn
more about teaching through the arts.

National Honor Society Induction for
qualifying students.
February 19 OR February 21
MSO Kinderconcert at Callaway Elementary.
This field trip will happen on one of these
two dates, TBD.

Wednesday, January 30, 2019

Friday, February 22

4th grade field trip to the Mississippi History
Museum from 9:30-11:30.

Open Doors Chess Tournament at Northwest Middle School.

Monday, February 4, 2019

Tuesday, February 26

The MSO Woodwind Quintet will perform for the
fifth graders in the Library at 10:30.

3rd grade field trip to the Mississippi Civil
Rights Museum from 9:00-11:00.

February 6-7, 2019

Thursday, February 28

Science Fair set-up and judging.

CASEY ARTS FESTIVAL all day,
with a 6:00 pm performance of a fourth
grade musical about Mississippi at the PTA
meeting.

January 24-26, 2019

Tuesday, February 12, 2019
Casey will host visitors from Thomas Street
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Visiting Artists
On Halloween day, the visual artist Kay Thomas
spent a day in the Art Classroom showing teachers
and students great ways to integrate the arts into
other subjects. She led students in making landscapes, portraits, and puppets that express specific
concepts. She also led a meeting for teachers,
guiding them to reflect on these lessons.

We thank the PTA for
paying for Ms. Thomas and Ms. Rainey to
be with us! Part of Ms.
Rainey’s fee was also
paid by a mini-grant
from the Mississippi
Arts Commission!

The poet Asia Rainey spent a day in Ms. Braddy’s classroom, helping fourth graders improve their writing skills
and introducing them to the art of spoken word poetry.

The MSO String Quartet is one of three
symphony groups that will perform this
year for the fifth grade students.

Once again, the Covenant Handbell Choir
from Casey neighbor and adopter Covenant
Presbyterian Church performed a delightful
holiday concert for our students.

Kathryn Wilson’s
dance company,
Kinetic Etchings,
returned this year
to present their interactive version of
“The Nutcracker.”

Students were
happy to see
Ms. Wilson,
their dance
teacher from
last year, perform for them.

Mr. Moore and Ms. Liberto triumph in
their defeat of the Mouse King.

Kindergartner Isabella Samuels, fourth graders
Makayla Henry and Tatyiuna Williamson, and
fifth graders Damion Portis, Amyla White, and
Allyson Bailey show their artworks, which were
selected for display in the Magnificent Masterpieces Exhibit presented by the Whole Schools
Initiative. The artworks will remain on public display at the Mississippi Arts Center on Pascagoula Street through January 20, 2019.

Fourth grader Maximus
Williams was the fortunate winner of “Cousin
Blue.” His name was
drawn from the group of
students who had sold
the most coupon books
in the PTA fund raiser.
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Getting Smart Through the Arts!

Girl Scout Troop #4211 decided to build a bird
sanctuary for their community service project
at Casey. The Girl Scouts made bird houses
and birdfeeders out of recycled materials. The
troop is responsible for maintaining and
providing food for the sanctuary area. Ms.
Lynn told he girls how to recognize certain
types of birds, what they like to eat, and where
they migrate during the winter. Ms. Smith
helped the girls with painting their birdhouses.

Fourth grader Brendan Mayweather won first place in
the Casey Spelling Bee, and fifth grader Theron White
won second place. Both will go on to compete in the
JPS District Spelling Bee next semester.
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